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 Philip was right. The Shack is a remarkable movie. I exited the theatre deep in thought. We 
drove over to the Lion Brewery Restaurant at the Huether Hotel and ordered drinks.   
 Both the novel and the movie address The Great Sadness that settles on many of us because 
of tragic events or disappointments in our lives. The novel has been compared to John Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim’s Progress, and as such is intended primarily for Christians, especially Christians who 
take the Bible more literally than metaphorically. It presents God as a Being—three Beings, 
actually, Papa, Jesus and Sarayu, as members of the Trinity—full of love, forgiveness and 
compassion. “I can see why it is striking a chord in people who are hurting or disillusioned with 
life or with so much of what passes for Christianity,” said Philip.  
 “For someone like me who doesn’t experience or believe in God as a personal Being, but as 
the personification of Goodness, I can still get a lot out of this story,” said Philip. “In fact, the 
author makes it easy to do so.” 
 “Remember how two-thirds of the way through the story Paul introduces another character 
just as real as the members of the Trinity?” 
 “The woman who calls herself Wisdom?” I asked. 
 “Yes. In the novel she doesn’t say who she is.” 
 Philip pulled out his e-reader and opened to Chapter 11. “In the novel when Mack leaves her, 
he discovers that his constant companion, The Great Sadness, is gone. He re-connects with Jesus, 
who asks: 
 

‘So, how was your time with Sophia?’ 
‘Sophia? Ahh, so that’s who she is!’ exclaimed Mack. Then a perplexed look came across his 
face. ‘But doesn’t that make four of you? Is she God too?’ 
Jesus laughed. ‘No Mack. There are only three of us. Sophia is a personification of Papa’s 
wisdom.’ 

 

 “In the same way that Sophia is the personification of God’s wisdom, it is possible to view 
Papa as the personification of love, especially love of others and self, Jesus as the personification 
of forgiveness, especially forgiveness of self and others, and Sarayu as the personification of 
grace and wonder,” said Philip. “These ideals, incarnated into our lives, can transform us without 
needing to be embodied in divine persons.” 
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